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Towards Liberation 


PROBLEMS 


ook at your own life, what have you leamed so far 

in this life experience? Look at the mistakes you've 

made and leam from them, there is no other way 

to move forward. If we dont aid in our own 
liberation then how can we expect others to do it? Will we 
be bought out, sold out, exploited, drugged or 
alcoholized into sedation...? We have decisions to make. 
How we live our lives is very important. We have to see 
through the lies. We have to form, in a sense, a liberation 
movement. We have to be prepared! 

Unfortunately though, i don’t think that white people, 
the vast majority will ‘come round’ to believing that we 
need to build a movement for equality, liberation, 
responsibility, self-defense, self-determination the few 
rather sketchy ideas of ‘freedom’ that we have. Simply i 
think that we have been bought out and tricked. 
Materialism combined with massive intense conditioning. 
This keeps most white people too confused and 
‘comfortable’, to ever be concerned or figure out that it’s 
shitty to live off of others backs. We are being played off of 
each other, with little rewards for conformity and 
obedience to the dominant culture and system, But it is not 
only that we exploit others within our class society and with 
imperialism, but we are also killing ourselves to boot! 

| think you probably know this, but it is not only the 
environment (the earth) which is being destroyed by our 
crazy industrial suicide and war. Look at society, rape is the 
biggest crime going around, and it is virtually an 
unrecognized ‘normal’ form of torture and de- 
humanization. 


MURDER 


In December 1989 there was a mass murder of 14 
women in Montréal, Québec. This murderer of women he 
thought were feminists, is a very scary ‘sign of the times’. 
This is not some sort of ‘isolated’ incident, this guy is a 
product of society. He was helped/pushed in this 
direction. As an armed misogynist, he was just boiling at 
the top of our entrenched sexist society. After this mass 
murder i heard men (that i don’t know) at random 
comment ‘jokes’ about this! 

| got really scared like i haven't felt in a long time. The 
contradiction exposed out in the open for all to see, but 
only because of the sheer intensity of it. | got extremely 
depressed, manic depression...i found that i could not 
realize or deal with my own contradictions. | start to 
believe that nothing is possible! That our situation is totally 
and completely hopeless... i start to hate myself thinking i’m 
so pathetic, i can’t even help change myself, much less fight 
back. 


SELF-HATRED 


If you're walking round thinking that you ain't worth shit, 
then you're not. You have to find your own self worth and 
dignity, without this you are useless to help yourself or 
others. Our liberation begins with ourselves. We're all 
taught to think that we're not worth shit cause of how we 
look or how much money you have or you're just fucked 
up, outcast and powerless. It keeps us divided and 
unfulfilled socially, politically, and spiritually. 
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We often actually even believe that others are ‘better’ 
because of how they look, wealth, status etc.... you know 
how it is. So then you have most of the population trying 
desperately to always get more, look better etc... and then 
they figure they'll be happy. But surely true ‘happiness’ isn’t 
so superficial. We've got to live the best we can. We've 
got to leam to share and communicate. | know ¡'m really 
bad at this myself, i always would close myself off or strike 
out if i was hurt. | learned very fast that ‘you can’t trust 
anyone’. 

Look at my reactions though, i was taught to respond 
this way, in fact i wasn't even given alternative choices. So 
look at other people, your friends, family, we act in ways 
that we were taught to act and respond. Our society has a 
big space for conformity. People are shit scared to be out 
of the ‘norm’. But our ‘normal’ lives add up to genocide, 
and our own collective suicide. This is no joke and i’m not 
trying to scare you. Our situation scares me, but it exists 
and there are realities which are terrible. We can still look at 
them though and begin to understand them, our minds are 
capable of this. We may find our situation to be often over- 
complex or over whelming and i've felt this way myself for 
years. | always felt myself not ‘strong’ enough to face reality 
as it exists. (Our world is totally interconnected.) But now 
i'm starting to feel that when we tum away or when we 


repress things within ourselves, left undone, we complicate 
things much further for ourselves. We are no longer in 
control but are constantly trying to bury things within 
ourselves that we don't think we can deal with. But it 
doesn't work because sooner or later you have to face 
them. They haunt your dreams, and can be triggered 
unexpectedly by some occurence, and you may be 
unprepared to deal with it. You fall into crisis... We 
shouldn't play with our minds in this way, it's already very 
confusing. 


MIND CONTROL 


The bourgeois media always so matter-of-factly speaks 
of ‘our freedom’ and ‘democracy’ as if the rest of their 
sensational stories or war, rape, massive irreversible 
destruction to the environment, and exploitation are simply 
unconnected to our so-called ‘freedom’. We who are of 
the poor and working classes should realize that their 
media and educational systems will never teach us to be 
free or will teach us how to liberate ourselves. These 
modem systems of mass media propaganda are obviously 
controlled by those corporations and political parties that 
own them, and they will always feed you their biased, 
sensational shit. Why do we so easily accept it? When their 
stories consist of half-truths and full fledged lies, but also 
they choose what to print, right? The illusion through mass 
media and state controlled institutions for education work! 
It's like a massive brain washing manipulation. What is this 
‘freedom and democracy’ anyway? 


EXPLOITATION 


Capitalism means either you're being fucked over or 
you are fucking someone over. It leaves us but 2 positions 
to fall within, you're either the rapist or the raped. But if 
you're being raped, and you conform, you kiss your rapists 
boots, and are ‘lucky’ enough to fit their qualifications for 
skin color, sex, acceptability then perhaps you too can 
become a rapist. Lucky you! 

Our exploitation system effects us personally of course, 
and it can be seen in our reactions and interactions with 
others. We play the same game because it is the only one 
we've been taught. We take out our own pre-conceived 
‘powerlessness’ out on others, generally our closest, again 
we find it difficult not to follow the larger patterns being 
played out. Also again if we repress our own feelings of 
outrage and powerlessness, we either kill ourselves 
spiritually and mentally or we make ourselves into a time 
bomb. Pent up anger and frustration just waiting to be 
triggered. And this happens a lot; child abuse, rape, 
beatings and mental mind attacks get played out everyday 
in our communities. People take out their frustration on 
each other, like we can’t even see who pulls the. strings, 
who has the control of our situations. People become 
petty and think and care only for themselves. We are a 
people in covert war with each other, divided by 
ignorance, fear, money - racism, sexism, materialism. 

Look at all the incredible violence and energy that is 
met out just by white working-class people, it’s terrible 
how blind we have become. If even a fraction of this 


frustration was turned creatively against our bosses, 
‘leaders’ and war makers, we'd be on our way. 

Look, women aren't your enemy, don’t believe that 
crap, we're being duped. They've stole our sexuality away, 
made our sisters our enemy and gave us the ‘ok’ to be 
rapists. You're being robbed brother, they want you to be 
a puppet on strings. They're laughing at you as they rape 
your sister, exploit your labor, and hoard as much as they 
can. They pay you off, and fuck with your head. They tell 
you the only power you have is over women, they don’t 
want you to see that they have power over you. They keep 
you down man cause you're too busy believing that you 
got to have power over women or others just like they've 
got power over you. It’s pathetic. Are you gonna take this 
shit? We've got to take sides, we've got to find the road to 
liberation. 


WHITE FOLK 


| guess this all sounds pretty much written to young 
white poor working-class people. | figure this is ‘ok’ cause 
these are my people and i want us to get our shit together. 
Ive always supported and given solidarity as long as i've 
been an activist to people of all races who are in struggle. 
We are beginning to understand more about our own 
racism, it is confusing for us. Like i mentioned before it will 
always be difficult when we confront our own 
contradictions. We have to learn from our mistakes. 

We should seek to become equals, and not treat others 
as sub-human, nor should we except it when others say 
they are more righteous or better than us, regardless of 
appearance, labels or wealth. Surely you wouldn't accept 
it if i said that cause i'm white and male that i'm better than 
you, so Why should i accept the same scenario but in a 
different form? The same situation can be found within 
political circles; anarchist better than ‘leftists’, ‘pacifism’ 
better than ‘violence’, women better than men, black better 
than white, this is naive, what crap we put on each other. 
Why do we find it so difficult to see each other as human 
beings, each individual, and those with us, with something 
we can all contribute to ‘the struggle’. Why should we be 
going around thinking we're better or below others? Each 
situation is so specific, why should we categorize 
everything into labels? | think it is politically confusing. W e 
are set up by this class system, which divides us up in order 
to control us, exploit us, to maintain their control, and to 
hoard their wealth. This system chooses specifically who 
gets shit on and exploited by skin color, class, gender, 
sexuality, conformity etc... That's their game and it works 
really well. Why should we play the same game in reverse? 


CULTURE 


In some ways we have neglected to look at our own 
people. | find this totally incredible, it makes me feel kinda 
stupid. | feel like we are a first generation movement and 
we have to find out everything for ourselves the hard way. 
Look, we are not just white-skinned people, many of us are 
of Scottish, English, Irish, French peoples yet we know 
practically nothing of our own peoples. Often we don't 


even know who we are, who are our ancestors. It's 
incredible! If we don't even know which peoples we 
came from this is a good measuring stick to tell you how 
much we know of our own people. 

For example, what is happening in Northern Ireland? 
British troops militarily occupy the streets. There is a war 
being imposed against our people and they resist! It is a 
revolutionary struggle for self-determination, and like any 
struggle we have to deal with our own contradictions, our 
own obstacles to liberation. It is not easy and i don’t think it 
ever will be. 


ASSIMILATION 


Our descendants didn’t always speak english but 
some of them spoke gaelic and different dialects i believe. 
Also we didn’t always have this patriarchal fetish. We had 
our own traditional ways and culture, religion even. As far 
as i can tell, with what little i know of this, they were very 
similar to the traditional ways of the original peoples, the 
tribes of this turtle island. 

This is all stolen land that we call ‘Canada’ and the 
‘United States’. The Native peoples had to deal with our 
people trampling them over and over again ever since we 
first ‘discovered’ this land. I’m almost surprised they even 
survive, such was the genocide the white nations imposed 
upon these people. It was through force or guns (ie 
murder), and an ideology for wealth and sadistic 
exploitation which paved the way to our glorious 
‘democracy’. In passing we leave our waste, the corpses of 
our victims, and a system based on greed. What possible 
justification is there for this? 

The scenario goes like this; ‘divide and conquer’. Or 
in long form; divide people from each other even from the 
earth and animals by playing on their fear and ignorance, 
amplify their differences (physical or otherwise) and 
generate hostility among them by telling lies and spreading 
rumors. Pay off your cannon fodder with a token amount of 
the spoils and ‘privileges’ from your theft, and pay some to 
protect you and your property, also kill, control, imprison 
and dehumanize those that don’t conform to your, let's say 
‘new way’ (even though it’s really old now). 

Voila, here is the recipe for some real bad ass, shit 
stirring trouble eh? | think this is happening everywhere and 
all the time...what are we to do? 


LIBERATION 


A possible way in which we may be able to become 
self-governed, may be only as simple as sharing and 
helping out our comrades. We all have different things and 
ideas to contribute. When we help each other along we 
make the struggle easier for ourselves. We have to be a 
strong group, and once this is maintained we will be able 
to broaden our ‘circle’ and increase our 
organization/educational work. From here we may be able 
to meet some of the desperate needs of society at large. 

I've come to think that ‘ultimate solution’ are pretty 
much all talk and not based in reality. We have to learn to 
crawl before we can leam to walk, but don’t be deceived 
by this even because if we can crawl, walking may come 
faster than we ever imagined possible. 


We have to come together and help ourselves 
(political people) first before we will be able to effectively 
help others. We need to create a base, but also we must 
not fall into the trap of elitism. Once we begin to work 
together and help one another, all-of-a-sudden we have 
more power. This is what i think is the ‘seed’ idea of 
building a union. The problem has been this; our 
conditions become better, often only socially (within our 
political circles at the moment), but also it can be material 
as is the case with unions at work. We become ‘content’ 
and even pessimistic within our new found comfort. 
Struggling becomes less important or takes on more of a 
symbolic nature. We actually forget what life was like 
before! 

We must never ever, ever, forget our brothers and 
sisters who are the poor and dispossessed of this society, 
when our conditions change. But not only this; check out 
our comrades in the ‘third world’ countries. Their lives are 
threatened each and every day, the risks they take is great. 
You already know this but our comrades are tortured, raped 
and murdered everyday, but still they resist! Surely if all we 
have to do at this point is learn to share, communicate and 
work together/help each other along; we can do this! 

| myself have been at fault and have often been very 
confused. | don't intend to point my finger or blame 
anyone. We are all to blame, but more importantly we are 
all the solution. It is this kind of contradictions that we live 
with. We are both ‘sexist’ yet struggle to be free, we are 
‘racist’, yet struggle to be free. It is important that we 
struggle to liberate ourselves rather than cripple ourselves 
by only thinking we are to blame, or are guilty. 

We've been robbed in many ways ourselves, but 
worse still, if we let this game continue, we give it to our 
children - the next generation - and things will get worse. 

Our world is totally interconnected, and it is within 
these interactions that determine the balance of wealth and 
power. This wealth and power is presently in the hands of 
relatively few people! It is a naked grab for wealth, and the 
power to control people and society. For those in control, 
there is no price too big to pay in human lives, animal life, 
plant life, everything really... Just as long as the rich 
businessmen have most of the power, control and an 
incredible amount of wealth. It is a big bad nightmare. We 
have to find the road to liberation. | give you my own 
humble invitation. Take care. 
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Marching in the rain white fellow Royal Military College cadets Kirk Gallinger, left, Wil Harlos and Troy 


Chiasson, right, carry weapons, Pat Quealey prefers something a little more practical during a rainy-day hike near 
Kingston, Ont., this weekend. The four were part of an annual march to raise money for the Kidney Foundation. 


Relocated Inuit need apology, MPs say 


Mounties forced women to trade sex for food, witnesses claim 
Mars RO/9D Mtl. Gazelle > 


SATYA DAS 
SOUTHAM NEWS 


OTTAWA — Quebec Inuit who 

were forced to move to the High 
Arctic in the 1950s deserve a formal 
apology and compensation from 
the federal government, MPs of all 
parties agreed yesterday. 
. The decision by the aboriginal af- 
fairs committee came after three 
hours of often-emotional testi- 
mony, including allegations that 
hungry Inuit women were forced by 
Mounties to trade sex for food. 

Testifying mainly in Inuktitut, 
witnesses said the abuse occurred at 
Grise Fiord, on Ellesmere Island 
across from Greenland, after 19 In- 
uit families from northern Quebec 
were moved there in the 1950s. 

NDP MP Ray Skelly said the In- 
uit saga is in some ways worse than 
the internment of Japanese Cana- 


dians in the Second World War. 

There was no climate of wartime 
paranoia when the Inuit were used 
as slave labor and subjected to 
abuse, Skelly said. 

“There was no food, and no hous- 
ing,” testified Martha Flaherty, five 
years old when her family was 
moved to Grise Fiord from Inuk- 
juak in Quebec. 

She recalls the men going out 
hunting for days to return empty- 
handed, their dogs dying of starva- 
tion. When she was eight, she had to 
go out hunting in 50-below weather; 
and when her father died, her moth- 
er had to go hunting alone. 

Meanwhile, the RCMP consta- 
bles assigned to Grise had stocks of 
food, and homes heated by coal fur- 
naces, she said. 

“Only after the women were used 
for sex purposes would they (the 
RCMP) give us food. I remember 


this very well even though I was 
very young at the time.” 

So far, Ottawa has denied it has 
an obligation beyond moving fami- 
lies back to Inukjuak from Resolute 
Bay and Grise Fiord. At yesterday’s 
hearing, the Inuit recalled being 
used as slave labor, being denied 
the right to return home as they had 
been promised and times of hunger 
and hardship. 


At times, witnesses and commit- ` 


tee members wept as the harrowing 
testimony was heard. At one point, 
Western Arctic MP Ethel Blondin 
embraced Flaherty. 

Flaherty, who has hair flowing 
nearly to her waist, had just fin- 
ished recalling that everyone’s hair 
was cut before they were loaded on 
a ship for the trip north. 

The Inuit want compensation to- 
talling $12.5 million for the descen- 
dants of the 19 families. 
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RAPISTS 


Crimes against women & children 


Rape: Myths & realities 


The data in this section is based not only on 
research by scientists, but also on first-hand reports 
by rape victims and workers in rape crisis centers. 

Myth: A rapist is a sexually unfulfilled man 
carried away by a sudden uncontrollable surge of 
sexual desire. 

Reality: A rapist is a man whose sexuality finds 
its expression in domination, control and degrada- 
tion of a victim. The majority of rapes are planned 
in advance. 

This myth rationalizes rape and excuses the 
rapist by arguing that rape is an impulsive act, 
innate and universal—an aspect of “animal nature,” 
motivated by sexual needs which cannot go unful- 
filled. This is not borne out by cross-cultural 
studies; they suggest that male aggression and 
hostility expressed thru sexuality are culturally 
induced, learned behaviors rather than man’s “na- 
tural” instinct. ' 

Both victims’ experiences and independent inter- 
views with rapists strongly suggest that the desire 
to control, humiliate and violate is a primary 
motivation in rape. ? This theory partially coin- 
cides with findings from limited studies conducted 
at prisons and mental institutions. Of the convicted 
rapists studied, most seem to be motivated by 
feelings of contempt and hostility toward women 
and by a variety of rage-producing conditions in 
their lives. 3 

In a culture where masculinity is equated with 
control, force, dominance, power, strength and 
competitiveness, rape is an extreme acting out of 
these qualities. Insofar as sex is an area where these 
attitudes about masculinity are most intensely 
expressed, sexuality does play a part in the rapist's 
act of aggression. 

Myth: Rape is impossible without the woman’s 
consent. 

Reality: Women do not consent to the act of 
rape. 

This myth is one expressed by doctors, defense 
lawyers, police officers and district attorneys and 
perpetuated by the media. 


This myth is used to place the burden of guilt on 
the woman, by implying that she somehow agreed 
to or invited her victimization. Victims are 
knocked unconscious, they are attacked by sur- 
prise, they are threatened with death or serious 
physical harm, drugged, threatened with guns and 
knives, physically beaten into submission and psy- 
chologically terrorized into passivity. Frequently a 
rape victim’s greatest fear is that she will be killed. 

Myth: Women who are raped usually have pro- 
voked the attack. 

Reality: A rape victim is not responsible for the 
fact that she is attacked. 


“Blaming the victim” is used as an argument to 
shift blame from the rapist to the victim. It is often 
combined with moral judgments of the victim's 
character (“Are you a virgin?” “Do you sleep with 
men other than your husband?””) to claim that she 
should be denied legal rights, implying that she 
must have provoked the sexual encounter. * 

From this viewpoint it is argued that there is 
something psychologically different about victims 
and nonvictims of rape. “Good girls don't get 
raped.” “What were you wearing?” “Why did you 
get into his car/his apartment/walk home alone?” 
Essentially these questions establish victim-guilt. 
“Y ou were leading him on and asking for it.” 5 

Children of all ages, men and boys in prisons and 
juvenile homes, babies, and pregnant or handi- 
capped women have all been victims of rape as well 
as young women who may be “attractive” or 
“beautiful” by male definitions. Rapists themselves 
say that the victim's availability and vulnerability 
made her a prime target, not her individual “beau- 
ty” or “provocative” manner. * 


Myth: Rapists are pathologically sick and per- 
verted men. 

Reality: Men who force a woman to have an 
unwanted sexual encounter are indistinguishable 
from the general male population. 

This myth has been used to obscure the fact that 
our culture encourages aggression in males, espe- 
cially sexual aggression. In addition, typing the 
rapist as a ‘‘murderous sex fiend” serves the func- 
tion of keeping women frightened and sub- 
missive, 7 yet unaware of the most common source 
of danger—the men in their neighborhoods and 
homes. 

Until recently, sociological and psychological 
research conducted on convicted rapists tended to 
verify this myth, focussing on psychological char- 


acteristics, family background and “criminal sub- 
culture” of the rapist rather than dominant cul- 
tural factors and norms which might encourage 
sexual aggression against females. * 

The scanty information we do have, however— 
F.B.I. U.C.R. statistics, recent sociological studies, 
statistics and information from rape crisis centers, 
and interviews with victims and rapists—all refute 
the myth of the psychologically deranged rapist. 
Altho the psychotic rapist does exist, as does the 
psychotic murderer, he is the extreme exception. 
Listening to victims and to the few rapists who 
have spoken out, we discover that there is no 
“typical” rapist but that he is less likely to be a 
“deviant sexual psychopath” than a married busi- 
nessman, a street-wise teenager or a fraternity 
brother. 


Those men (rapists) were the most normal men 
there (San Luis Obispo prison). They had a lot of 
hang-ups, but they were the same hang-ups as men 
walking the street. 

—Alan Taylor, parole officer, quoted in Pat 
Miller and Joanne Parrent, “Some Factual 
Information,” in Kathy Barry, et al., ed., 
Stop Rape (Ann Arbor, Michigan, Women 
Against Rape, 1971) p. 2 


Myth: Most rapes occur on the street or to 
women who hitchhike. 

Reality: About half of reported rapes occur in 
the victim’s home. 

The Denver Anti-Crime Council study, “The 
Crime of Rape in Denver,” revealed that in 41.2 
percent of cases’ studied, the victim was either at 
home engaged in routine daily activities or sleeping 
when the rape was initiated; in 26 percent of cases 
she was attending a recreational or sports activity 
and in less than five percent she was hitchhiking. ? 


Myth: The typical rapist is a stranger to the 
victim. 

Reality: Victims are raped by acquaintances, 
neighbors, family friends, dates, boyfriends, lovers, 
fathers, brothers and uncles as well as by strangers. 

“Shadow” statistics, documenting cases which 
were not reported to police but to rape crisis 
centers, friends, private physicians, psychiatrists 
and mental health centers, are not included in 
official studies. Cases of wife-rape for instance, 
never appear in official statistics because by the 
legal definition of rape, a husband cannot rape his 
wife. Women who are raped by friends or ex-hus- 
bands are extremely reluctant to report due to 
widespread insensitivity and harrassment by police 
and courts. 

Despite these inhibitors, most studies on victim/ 
rapist relationships indicate that the rapist is as 


likely to be a man known to the victim as he is to - 


be a stranger. ! ° 

Myth: Most rapes are committed by Black men 
against white women. 

Reality: Most rapes involve a man and woman of 
the same race. 


In addition to the majority of rapes being 
intraracial, '' Black women appear to be the vic- 
tims of rape four times as often as white 
women. '? Again, these statistics are based on 
cases of reported rapes. 

Myth: An imbalance in the sex ratio causes rape; 
legalizing prostitution would reduce rape. 

Reality: Rape is primarily motivated by the 
man's “need” to control and humiliate a victim, 
not by his “sexual need.” 

The sex ratio theory states that men resort to 
rape because they are unable to secure legitimate 
sexual partners. It goes hand ins hand with the 
theory that legalizing prostitution would decrease 
rape. 

A variety of studies refute this myth. Three 
cities which allowed open prostitution experienced 
a decline in rape after prostitution was again 
prohibited. '* Rapists include men who do not 
patronize prostitutes. Rapists include men who 
have “girlfriends,'” or are married, or living with 
women. ! Statistical studies of reported rapes 
show that the majority of rapists are well below 
the age of males who most frequently use prosti- 
tutes. 

Finally, in Vietnam, brothels for the American 
military were officially sanctioned and incorpor- 
ated into the base-camp recreation areas and yet 
G.I. rape and sexual abuse of Vietnamese women 
and girls is one of the most atrocious chapters of 
violence in U.S. history. ' * 


Myth: A woman cannot be raped by her hus- 
band. 

Reality: Women can be and frequently are raped 
by their husbands. 

Any act of forced sexual penetration is rape, 
regardless of the victim's relationship to the attack- 
er. The law of “‘spousal immunity” is a direct result 
of the patriarchal concept of woman as “the 
property” of her husband. 

By defining rape as not possible within marriage, 
the law implies that the marriage contract involves 
blanket consent to sexual relations at all times, and 
that a husband has a lawful right to copulate with 
his wife against her will. Women, married or single, 
have the constitutional right to freedom and self- 
determination, but some penal codes deny these 
rights to married women and women “living with” 
men. 

Myth: Women enjoy being raped. 

Reality: Rape is a brutal act of violence in which 
the victim is humiliated, degraded, psychologically 
terrorized and often threatened with death. ! ° No 
rape victim—woman, man or child—enjoys rape. 

The concept that women enjoy sexual violence 
at the hands of men is a male concept of female 
sexuality. Freud was the first to theorize that rape 
is something women desire and that women are 
masochistic by nature. 

The majority of rape victims express a primary 
feeling of fear—fear of physical injury, mutilation 
and death. They suffer a wide gamut of physical 


and emotional reactions. Rape severely disturbs the 
victim’s normal lifestyle. Sleeplessness, nightmares, 
lack of appetite, fear of being alone, fear of leaving 
their homes, reliance on tranquilizers, physical 
soreness, broken ribs and internal injuries are some 
of the aftereffects following a rape. 


Patriarchy 


In order to understand the present practices of 
rape, sexual molestation, child and wife assault, it 
is essential to examine the historical and cultural 
context in which they occur. As with other mod- 
ern cultures, the United States is patriarchal. It is a 
culture whose social organization is marked by the 
supremacy and domination of males over females: 


However muted its present appearance may be, 
sexual dominion obtains nevertheless as perhaps 
the most pervasive ideology of our culture and 
provides its most fundamental concept of power. 
This is so because our society ... is a patriarchy. 
The fact is evident at once if one recalls that the 
military, industry, technology, universities, science, 
political office and finance—in short, every avenue 
of power within the society, including the coercive 
force of the police, is.entirely in male hands. As 
the essence of politics is power, such realization 
cannot fail to carry impact. 

—Kate Millett, Sexual Politics, pp. 24-25 


Historically, women in patriarchal societies have 
been property of the men: women were bought 
and sold as merchandise—concubines, slaves, prosti- 
tutes, wives. ! 8 


As the first permanent acquisition of man, his 
first piece of real property, woman was, in fact, the 
original building block, the cornerstone, of the 
“house of the father.” Man's forcible extension of 
his boundaries to his mate and later to their 
offspring was the beginning of his concept of 
ownership. Concepts of hierarchy, slavery and pri- 
vate property flowed from, and could only be 
predicated upon the initial subjugation of women. 

—Susan Brownmiller, Against Our Will, pp. 
17-18 


Husbands had exclusive rights to a wife’s sexual 
organs and to her children; they were part and 
parcel of his property. 


Severe punishments were meted out to any man 
who tampered with these property rights, and in 
the case of infidelity the wife too was severely 
punished ... a man could punish his wife by killing 
her or cutting off her nose, ears, or hair; and he 
could kill, emasculate, mutilate, or flog the man 
who invaded his rights of property. Thus with the 


full development of private property and the patri- . 


archal family, women lost control over their lives, 
their destinies and over their own bodies. Wives 
were reduced to economic dependency upon their 
husbands for support. ... As the noose of marriage 
tightened around the necks of women, they were 


coralled like cattle in the homes of their husbands, 
under their full domination. 
—Evelyn Reed, Woman's Evolution, p. 427 


While in contemporary American society, the 
more blatant manifestations of patriarchal rule are 
less obvious, male supremacy and consent of the 
victims continues to be accomplished thru systems 
of punishment and reward, rigid sex role stereo- 
typing and systematic, institutionalized physical 
and psychological force. 

A variety of rewards and punishments, some 
subtle and some coercive, exist to socialize women 
into the “feminine,” i.e., powerless, role. Women 
who do not conform to the accepted model are 
subject to a range of social punishments. These 
include ridicule, social ostracism, labelling and 
harassment, economic deprivation and in the ex- 
treme, incarceration in both mental asylums and 
prisons. 


Sex-role socialization 


Sex-role socialization, like sexual behavior, is 
learned behavior. In patriarchal societies a male 
learns that power, violence and aggression are 
linked with his sexuality. This is the stereotype of 
the “‘masculine”’ role. Victimization, powerlessness 
and submissiveness are stereotyped as the “femi- 
nine” role. 

Sexualization programming in our society em- 
braces the economic, the political and the cultural. 
Men and women learn what it means to be mascu- 
line and what it means to be feminine thru t.v., 
textbooks, toys, fairy tales, legends, radio, advertis- 
ing, magazines, music, novels, movies, cartoons, 
comic books, laws, jobs, curricula and porno- 
graphy, thru constant subtle communications from 
parents and peers and thru the political and eco- 
nomic realities of our everyday lives. 

A primary source of gender stereotyping is the 
media. '? Media objectification of the female body 
and eroticization of violence constantly repeat the 
view that women are sexual objects for male 
gratification and that domination of a woman by a 
man, especially sexually, is a “turn on.” 

Male aggression and male sexual pleasure are 
inextricably combined and reinforced, generation 
after generation, as the masculine norm. “Our 
society expects the male to be the aggressor in 
heterosexual relationships, and a certain amount of 
physical force and duress is consequently accept- 
able and perhaps even socially necessary.” ? ° 

Mary Daly, feminist philosopher and theologian, 
and other feminist theorists have exposed the 
direct connections between male sexual violence, 
war, race hatred and genocide. Daly has described 
American patriarchal culture as one exhibiting the 
“Most Unholy Trinity” of rape, genocide, and 
war.?' Rapism, the psychology and politics of 
domination, results in the objectification, abuse, 
and exploitation of all powerless people. 


TAKEN FROM “INSTEAD OF PRISONS' 


An Interview with George Jackson 
(May 16 and June 29, 1971) 


by Karen Wald 


Alright, gentlemen. The dragon has come. 


The following is a previously unpublished interview con- 
ducted in San Quentin Prison with George Jackson, shortly 
before his assassination on August 21, 1971. The interview was 
conducted — and the raw tapes provided to NSL editor Ward 
Churchill - by Karen Wald, a long-time North American anti- 
imperialist activist (SDS, Bay Area Radical Union, and the 
Soledad Brothers Defense Committee during the late ‘60s and 
early 70s) and former Liberation News Service reporter. Author 
of, among many other things, Children of Ché (Ramparts Press, 
1978), Wald has lived and worked in Cuba since 1973. In editing 
theinterview, Churchill has deleted only such material as appeared 
to be purely topical or which was redundant. Because the interview 
was conducted on two different days, more thana month apart, the 
sequence of questions and answers has also been altered somewhat 
for purposes of continuity. 

For those who don't already know, George Jackson was per- 
haps the primary figure of the black and prison liberation move- 
ments twenty years ago. In 1960, at the age of 18, he was arrested 
for participation in a $70 gas station hold-up, convinced to plead 
guilty by a “public defender” who convinced him he'd get off light 
as a result, and promptly sentenced to one-year-to-life by a 
California judge. Outraged at what had been done to him and 
refusing to “kiss the ass of a bunch of white guards and bureau- 
crats,” Jackson proved to be a “recalcitrant,” spending an active 
period as a gang member in Soledad Prison. His refusal to bend to 
the will of prison officials led directly to his being repeatedly denied 
parole, continuing to serve hard time long after the normal period 
of two years incarceration for the kind of petty offense by which his 
imprisonment had been justified in the first place. 

By the mid-’60s, Jackson had met and attached himself to an 
older and quite politically developed prisoner, W.L. Nolen. Essen- 
tially uneducated, Jackson proved an avid student under Nolen's 
guidance, immersing himself in the study of Afro-American his- 
tory and nationalism, as well as the revolutionary theories of 
Marx, Lenin and Fanon; by the time of his death, several hundred 
volumes of difficult material — all well used — were to be stacked 
beneath the bunk in his cell. He also began a well-disciplined regi- 
men of martial arts training which earned him the sobriquet 
“Karate Jackson” among at least some prison guards. He was 
known to perform 1,000 fingertip pushups each day in his cell, and 
to sleep less than four hours per night as he alternately read and 
wrote out his thoughts, longhand, in lengthy letters to family and 
friends.The young prisoner's anger and rebelliousness rapidly 
congealed into consciousness, purpose and ability, a matter which 
made him even less likely to see parole than mere membership in a 
prison gang. 

On January 13,1970, W.L. Nolen, along with two other black 
prisoners — Cleveland Edwards and Alvin “Jug” Miller — were 


75 


— George Jackson — 
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executed by Opie G. Miller, an expert marksman armed witha .30 
calibre carbine, placed in a tower above Soledad’s O-Wing court- 
yard for this purpose. Nolen had been successfully organizing a 
response to the arbitrary killings of two other black prisoners — 
Clarence Causey and William A. Powell — by Soledad guards in 
recent months. The sharpshooter’s carefully placed shots puta stop 
to this, as all three wounded men were left lying where they fell 
until they bled to death. The assassinations were so blatant that 
even Billie D. “Buzzard” Harris, a self-proclaimed racist and head 
of the prison’s “Aryan Brotherhood,” condemned them as “cold- 
blooded murder.” Nonetheless, an official Board of Inquiry exon- 
erated Opie Miller approximately two days after the event. 

Inapparent retaliation for the murders of Nolen, Edwards and 
Jug Miller, guard John V. Mills was beaten and tossed from a third- 
story tier on January 16. Accused in the death of Mills were George 
Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo and John Cluchette, the so-called Soledad 
Brothers. Jackson, who was already serving a life sentence, was 
faced with a mandatory death penalty under California law. All 
three prisoners were shortly transferred from Soledad to San 
Quentin, the state’s hardest-core penal facility. It was at about this 
time that Jackson's first book, Soledad Brother, was released, 
calling for a physical response to the systemic violence of the state. 
Introduced by Jean Genet and containing profound analyses of 
U.S. colonialism and the role of prisons in society, the volume 
immediately propelled Jackson to the forefront of international 
progressive attention. It also moved the Soledad Brothers Defense 
Committee, headed by Angela Y. Davis, to the center of the North 
American anti-imperialist movement. 

In short order, George Jackson — who was already at work on 
a second book (this became Blood In My Eye, published posthu- 
mously)—had been appointed a Field Marshal of the Black Panther 
Party by Minister of Defense Huey P. Newton. Through this 
medium, he was able to actually begin to organize what he called 
the People’s Army, a force through which he hoped to bring about 
a positive transformation of the social order he saw as having 
deformed not only his own life, but those of most people. The very 
success of his endeavor made him a marked man: not only were the 
“wheels of justice” grinding along with the objective of putting 
him in the gas chamber, but there is much evidence that an official 
conspiracy was hatched to bring about his assassination within 
San Quentin. Considerations of the latter were not lost on the 
target or his supporters. 

As a result, on the morning cf August 7, 1970, Jackson's 17- 
year-old brother, Jonathan, walked into a courtroom in the Marin 
County Civic Center (near the prison), pulled a weapon from 
beneath his raincoat, and freed three San Quentin prisoners — 
William Christmas, Ruchell Magee and James McClain —in court 
forahearing. The younger Jackson also took several prisoners of his 


own, including Judge Harold J. Haley, Assistant District Attor- 
ney Gary Thomas and three jurors. Having armed Christmas, 
Magee and McClain, Jonathan then led the way to a van parked 
outside. The plan appears to have been to take the official prison- 
ers to San Francisco International Airport, where they could be 
bartered for the Soledad Brothers and a Jet aircraft capable of taking 
the entire party to join exiled Panther leader Eldridge Cleaver's 
International Section in Algeria. The prisoners would then have 
been released unharmed. 

Unbeknownst to Jonathan Jackson, however, was the fact that 
the plan was well-known to the police. On hand when the group 
emerged from the civic center were a pair of anti-Panther special- 
ists — Ray Callahan and Daniel P. Mahoney — from the Los Ange- 
les Police Department's Criminal Conspiracy Section (CCS), as 
well as representatives of the LA-FBI office's notorious COIN- 
TELPRO section (with which CCS was tightly interlocked)and an 
entire company of San Quentin riflemen (who “just happened” to 
be in the area, rifles in hand). The police simply shot the van to 
pieces, killing young Jackson, Christmas and McClain, as well as 
Judge Haley. Magee and a juror were badly wounded, while 
Assistant DA Thomas was paralyzed for life. Exactly what the 
southern California red squad and FBI personnel were doing in 
this northern California location — especially without informing 
local authorities — has never been explained, but the whole affair 
carries the unmistakable aroma of a set-up. 

There is considerable evidence — never Officially rebutted — 
that the FBI and CCS had utilized an infiltrator/provocateur 
named Melvin “Cotton” Smith to set the whole thing in motion in 
hopes that an appreciable number of LA Panthers would partici- 
pate, and could be “legitimately” gunned down as a consequence. 
There is also indication that CCS expected George Jackson to have 
been called at the hearing. To the extent that this is true, what hap- 
pened in Marin County amounted to — not to the “misguided act” 
of a black teenager — but a carefully planned ambush by the police 
entities involved, a line of “counterintelligence” action which 
caused the murders not only of three black revolutionaries, but of 
a county judge as well. In fact, as former CCS/FBI operative Louis 
E. Tackwood has observed, Callahan and Mahoney seemed genu- 
inely disappointed that the “body count” wasn’t far higher. They 
had, after all, fully expected George Jackson and a substantial 
Panther contingent to be caught in their trap. 

In any event, in the wake of the civic center bloodshed, the 
police diverted attention from their own conduct by charging that 
Angela Davis had masterminded the whole affair. Under such con- 
ditions, she not unnaturally harbored certain doubts as to the qual- 
ity of justice she was likely to receive, and went promptly under- 
ground. There ensued a sensational manhunt, with both J. Edgar 
Hoover and President Richard M. Nixon proclaiming Davis to be 
the country's “number one terrorist,” before she was captured in 
New York on October 13, 1970. She was then held in an isolation 
cell before being whisked back to California in direct contravention 
of extradition laws. After that, she was held without bond — again 
in isolation — for nearly a year, until being acquitted of any com- 
plicity whatsoever in the “Marin County Shoot-Out.” 

By then, George Jackson himself was dead, executed bya bullet 
fired into the top of his skull while he was kneeling in a courtyard 
at San Quentin, one leg already having been shot out from under 
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him. The official story was that he'd been smuggled a huge Astra 
9 mm pistol — an Astra is more than 8" long and 5" wide, and 
weighs some two-and-a-half pounds when unloaded — insidea tape 
recorder by a legal consultant, Stephen Bingham. After receiving 
the weapon, so the story went, Jackson placed it atop his head, 
covered it with an Afro wig, underwent a strip search, and then 
drew the gun on guards upon reaching his cell block. He then sup- 
posedly organized several other prisoners to cut the throats of four 
guards and shoot another, before running out into the prison 
courtyard with a vial of “explosives” with which he intended to 
blow a hole in the prison wall and escape. It was there that he was 
shot to death. Jackson was buried next to.Jonathan in the family 
plot in Mt. Vernon, Illinois. 

In the aftermath, even so staid and conservative a newspaper 
as the San Francisco Chronicle found the official story of how the 
Astra was allegedly smuggled into the prison to be impossible. 
Then it came out that the weapon in question had been impounded 
by police in Denver more than a year previously. The supposed 
explosives turned out to bea mild sulphuric acid solution. Drumgo 
and Cluchette went to trial for the murder of Mills, and were 
acquitted. Cluchette was subsequently paroled. Drumgo was 
charged — as one of the “San Quentin Six” — with direct participa- 
tion in the deaths of the four guards on the day of George Jackson's 
assassination. He was acquitted of this as well, and was paroled in 
1976. In November of 1979, he was mysteriously shotgunned to 
death onan Oakland street corner. Stephen Bingham went under- 
ground, remaining in hiding in the U.S. and Canada for 15 years, 
until he surfaced during the spring of 1986. He then went to trial 
on charges of conspiracy and complicity in the deaths of the San 
Quentin guards. A jury found him innocent on all counts. In1988, 
newly disclosed evidence of a police plan to secretly precipitate the 
bloody events of August 21, 1971 caused the release from prison of 
Johnny Spain, another member of the San Quentin Six, who had 
received a double-life sentence as a result. The final resolution of 
Spain’s case has not yet been made. 

Given the circumstances of the last two years of his life,and the 
nature of his death, George Jackson has become a preeminent 
symbol — for both those in struggle, and those they struggle against 
- of resistance, commitment and the will to liberation. 


Karen Wald: George, could you comment on your concep- 
tion of revolution? 


George Jackson: The principal contradiction between the 
oppressor and oppressed can be reduced to the fact that the 
only way the oppressor can maintain his Position is by 
fostering, nurturing, building, contempt for the oppressed. 
That thing gets out of hand after a while. It leads to excesses 
that we see and the excesses are growing within the to- 
talitarian state here. The excesses breed resistance; resis- 
tance is growing. The thing growsina spiral. It can only end 
one way. The excesses lead to resistance, resistance leads to 
brutality, the brutality leads to more resistance, and finally 
the whole question will be resolved with either the unecon- 
omic destruction of the oppressed, or the end of oppression. 
These are the workings of revolution. It grows in spirals, 
confrontations, and I mean on all levels. The institutions of 


society have buttressed the establishment, so I mean all 
levels have to be assaulted. 


Wald: How does the prison liberation movement fit into 
this? Is its importance over-exaggerated or contrived? 


Jackson: We don't have to contrive any...Look, the particu- 
lar thing I’m involved in right now, the prison movement 
wasstarted by Huey P. Newton and the Black Panther Party. 
Huey and the rest of the comrades around the country. 
We're working with Ericka [Huggins] and Bobby [Seale, 
Chairman of the BPP; at the time 
they were co-defendants in a 
murder trial in New Haven, 
Connecticut, on charges which 
were subsequently dismissed], 
the prison movement in general, 
the movement to prove to the 
establishment that the concen- 
tration camp technique won't 
work on us. We don’t have to 
contrive any importance to our 
particular movement. It’s a very 
real, very-very real issue and I’m 
of the opinion that, right along 
with the student movement, right 
along with the old, familiar work- 
ers’ movement, the prison move- 
ment is central to the process of 
revolution as a whole. 


Wald: Many of the cadres of the 
revolutionary forces on the out- 
side have been captured and 
imprisoned. Are you saying that 
even though they’re in prison, 
these cadrescan still functionina 
meaningful way for the revolu- 
tion? 

Jackson: Well, we're all familiar 
with the function of the prison as 
an institution serving the needs 
of the totalitarian state. We've 
got to destroy that function; the 
function has to be no longer vi- 
able, in the end. It’s one of the strongestinstitutions support- 
ing the totalitarian state. We have to destroy its effective- 
ness, and that's what the prison movementisall about. What 
I'm saying is that they put us in these concentration camps 
here the same as they put people in tiger cages or “strategic 
hamlets” in Vietnam. The idea is to isolate, eliminate, liqui- 
date the dynamic sections of the overall movement, the 
protagonists of the movement. What we've got to do is 
prove this won't work. We've got to organize our resistance 
once we're inside, give them no peace, turn the prison into 
just another front of the struggle, tear it down from the 
inside. Understand? 


George Jackson, 1971. (Photo: Gregory Armstrong) 
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Wald: But can such a battle be won? 


Jackson: A good deal of this has to do with our ability to 
communicate to the people on the street. The nature of the 
function of the prison within the police state has to be con- 
tinuously explained, elucidated to the people on the street 
because we can’t fight alone in here. Oh yeah, we can fight, 
but if we're isolated, if the state is successful in accom- 
plishing that, the results are usually not constructive in 
terms of proving our point. We fight and we die, but that’s 
not the point, although it may be admirable from some sort 
of purely moral point of view. 
The pointis, however, in the face 
of what we confront, to fight and 
win. That's the real objective: not 
just to make statements, no mat- 
ter how noble, but to destroy the 
system that oppresses us. By any 
means available to us. And to do 
this, we must be connected, in 
contactand communication with 
those in struggle on the outside. 
We must be mutually support- 
ing because we're all in this to- 
gether. It’s all one struggle at 
base. 


Wald: Is the form of struggle 
you're talking about here differ- 
ent from those with which we 
may be more familiar with, those 
which are occurring in the Third 
World, for example? 


Jackson: Not really. Of course, 
all struggles are different, de- 
pending upon the whole range 
of particular factorsinvolved. But 
many of them have fundamental 
commonalities which are more 
important than the differences. 
We are talking about a guerrilla 
war in this country. The guer- 
rilla, the new type of warrior 
who's developed outof conflicts 
in the Third World countries, 
doesn't fight for glory necessarily. The guerrilla fights to 
win. The guerrilla fights the same kind of fight we do, what's 
sometimes called a “poor man’s war.” It’s not a form of war 
fought with high-tech weaponry, or state-of-the-art gadg- 
ets. It’s fought with whatever can be had - captured weap- 
ons when they can be had, but often antiquated firearms, 
homemade ordnance, knives, bows and arrows, even sling- 
shots — but mostly through the sheer will of the guerrilla to 
fight and win, no matter what. Huey [P. Newton] says “the 
power of the people will overcome the power of the man’s 
technology,” and we've seen this proven true time after time 
in recent history. 


You know, guerrilla war is not simply a matter of tactics 
and technique. It’s not just questions of hit-and-run or 
terrorism. It’s a matter of proving to the established order 
that it simply can’t sustain itself, that there's no possible way 
for them to win by utilizing the means of force available to 
them. We have to prove that wars are won by human beings, 
and not by mechanical devices. We've got to show that in the 
end they can't resist us. And we will! we're going to do it! 
There's never going to ever be a moment's peace for anyone 
associated with the establishment any place where I’m at, or 
where any of my comrades are at. But we're going to need 
coordination, we're going to need help. And right now, that 
help should come in the form of education. It’s critical to 
teach the people out there just how importantit is to destroy 
the function of the prison within this society. That, and to 
show them in concrete terms that the war is on — right now! 
-and thatin that sense we really aren’t any different than the 
Vietnamese, or the Cubans, or the Algerians, or any of the 
other revolutionary peoples of the world. 


Wald: In an interview with some imprisoned Tupamaros, 
urban guerrillas in Uruguay, the question was raised about 
the decimation of the ranks of Tupamaros; comrades killed or 
imprisoned by the state. Those interviewed assured me that 
there were far more people joining the ranks than were being 
lost to state repression, and thatthe movement was continu- 
ing to grow. Do you feel the same confidence about the Black 
Panther Party, about therevolutionary movementasa whole 
in this country? 


Jackson: We're structured in such a way as to allow us to 
exist and continue to resist despite the losses we absorb. It 
was set up that way. Weknow the enemy operates under the 
concept of “kill the head and the body will die.” They target 
those they see as key leaders. We know this, and we've set 
up safeguards to prevent the strategy from working against 
us. I know I could be killed tomorrow, but the struggle 
would continue, there would be 200 or 300 people to take my 
place. As Fred Hampton putit, “You can kill the revolution- 
ary, but you can't kill the revolution.” Hampton, as you 
know, was head of the Party in Chicago, and was murdered 
in his sleep by the police in Chicago, along with Mark Clark, 
the Party leader from Peoria, Illinois. Their loss is tremen- 
dous, but the struggle goes on. Right? 

It’s not just a military thing. It’s also an educational 
thing. The two go hand-in-hand. And it's also a cyclical 
thing. Rightnow, weareina peak cycle. There's tremendous 
energy out there, directed against the state. It’s not all 
focused, but it’s there, and it’s building. Maybe this will be 
sufficient to accomplish what we must accomplish over the 
fairly shortrun. We’ll see, and we can certainly hope that this 
is the case. But perhaps not. We must be prepared to wage 
a long struggle. If this is the case, then we'll probably see a 
different cycle, one in which the revolutionary energy of the 
people seems to have dispersed, run out of steam. But -and 
this is important — such cycles are deceptive. Things appear 
to be at low ebb, but actually what's happening is a period 
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of regroupment, a period in which we step back and learn 
from the mistakes made during the preceding cycle. We 
educate ourselves from our experience, and we educate 
those around us. And all the while, we develop and perfect 
our core organization. Then the next timea peak cycle comes 
around, we are farreadier than we were during the last time. 
It’s a combination of military and education, always. Ulti- 
mately, we will win. You see? 


Wald: Do you see signs of progress on the inside, in prison? 


Jackson: Yes, Ido. Progress has certainly been made in terms 
of raising the consciousness of at least some sectors of the 
prison population. In part, that’s due to the limited victories 
we've achieved over the past few years. They're token 
victories perhaps, but things we can and must take advan- 
tage of. For example, we've struggled hard around the idea 
of being able to communicate directly with people on the 
outside. At this point, any person on the street can corre- 
spond with any individual inside prison. My suggestion is, 
now that we have the channels for education secured, at 
least temporarily, is that people on the outside should begin 
to bombard the prisons with newspapers, books, journals, 
clippings, anything of educational value to help politicize 
the comrades who are not yet relating. And we, of course, 
must reciprocate by consistently sending out information 
concerning what's really going on in here. Incidentally, 
interviews like this go a long way in that direction. There 
should be much more of this sort of thing. 


Wald: You disclosed a few months ago that you had been for 
some time a member of the Black Panther Party. Certainly, 
the work of the Party in this state and elsewhere, the work to 
free political prisoners, and of course the Party’s work 
within the black community have been factors which influ- 
enced your decision. But has the internationalism of the 
Black Panther Party been one uf the key aspects which 
attracted you to it? And, if this is so, is internationalism 
meaningful for people in prison, and is it therefore one 
reason why they'd relate to the Party? 


Jackson: Well, let’s take it a step at a time. Huey came to the 
joint about a year ago because he'd heard stories about the 
little thing we had going on already. He talked with us, and 
checked it out, and he decided to absorb us. Afterwards, he 
sent me a message and told me that. He just told me that I 
was part of the Party now, and that our little group was part 
of the Party as well. And he told me that my present job is to 
build, or help build, the prison movement. Just like that. Like 
I said, the objective of our movement is to prove the state 
can't seal us off in a concentration camp, so I accepted. What 
else could I do? It was the correct thing. 

Now, as to your second point, the people inside the joint, 
the convict class, have related to the ideology of the Party 
100%. And we've moved from...well, not we, I’ve always 
been an internationalist. And a materialist. I guess I was a 
materialist before I was born. I’m presently studying Swahili 
so that I will be able to converse with the comrades in Africa 


Fred Hampton, 1969. (Photo: Liberation News Service) 


on their own terms, without having to rely on a colonial 
language. And I’ve been working on Spanish, which is of 
course a colonial language, but which is spoken by millions 
upon millions of comrades in Latin America and elsewhere. 
I plan to stud y Chinese after that, and possibly Arabic. When 
I complete this task, I will be able to speak to something like 
75% of the world's people in their own tongue, or something 
akin to their own tongue. I think that’s important. 

The other brothers here are picking up on it. And there 
are some, especially those who were already politicized 
before they came inside, who are on top of it. But like I said, 
it’s of utmost importance that people outside bombard this 
place with material which will help prisoners understand 
the importance of internationalism to their struggle. It’s 
coming, but it’s still got a way to go before the educational 
process is complete. Ignorance is a terrible thing and being 
cut off from the flow of the movement is really detrimental. 
We must correct the situation as a first priority. 


Wald: Can you receive mail and publications from other 
countries? 


Jackson: Mail can be received from anywhere on the globe. 
I get stuff right now from Germany and England and France 
as a result of the book being published in these countries. 
And a few copies of Tricontinental [a Cuban revolutionary 
journal] have gotten in. They’ ve helped broaden the scope, 
and explained a few things to comrades that they didn’t 
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understand. This is something that really upsets the goons. 
In years past, every time a black prisoner would achieve an 
intellectual breakthrough and begin to relate our situation to 
the situation of the Cubans, say, or the Vietnamese or the 
Chinese - or anywhere else in the Third World - well these 
prisoners would be quickly assassinated. Now that’s be- 
come a little harder to do. So, I believe the people on the 
street should just start to flood the prisons with things like 
Tricontinental. 


Wald: Despite a few peaceful victories in Latin America, 
such as that of Salvador Allendé in Chilé, many people still 
believe that armed struggle is the only way most Latin 
American countries are going to be free. Also, there’ve been 
some recent victories in the courts for members of the Black 
Panther Party, Los Siete de la Raza [seven Chicano activists 
from San Francisco charged with murder in 1969; the were 
acquitted], and so on. Do you believe the victories in Chilé 
and in the courts... 

Jackson: They were appeasement. Allendé...the thing that 
happened with Allendé...look, it was not a “peaceful revolu- 
tion.” That's deception. Allendé is a good man, but what's 
going on in Chilé is just a reflection of the national aspira- 
tions of the ruling class. You will never find a peaceful 
revolution. Nobody surrenders their power without resis- 
tance. And until the upper class in Chilé is crushed, Allendé 
could at any time be defeated. No revolution can be consoli- 


dated under the conditions that prevail in Chilé. Blood will 
flow down there. Either Allendé will shed it in liquidating 
the ruling class, or the ruling class will shed his whenever it 
decides the time is right. Either way, there's no peaceful 
revolution. 

Much the same can be said for the court cases you're 

talking about. They're an illusion. Every once in a while the 
establishment cuts loose of a case — usually one which was 
so outrageous to begin with that they couldn't possibly win 
it without exposing their whole system of injustice anyway 
-and then they trot around babbling about “proof that the 
system works,” how just and fair it is. They never mention 
the fact that the people who were supposed to have received 
the justice of the system have often already spent months 
and months in lockup, and have been forced to spend 
thousands of thousands of dollars, keeping themselves from 
spending years and years in prison, before being found 
innocent. All this to defend themselves against charges for 
which there was no basis to begin with, and the state knew 
there was no basis. Some system. You get your punishment 
before your trial in this country if you happen to be black or 
brown or political. But they use these things to say the 
system works — which I guess it does, from their Perspective 
-and to build their credibility for the cases that really count, 
when they really want to railroad someone into a prison cell. 
The solution isn’t to learn how to play the system for occa- 
sion “victories” of this order, although I'll admit these some- 
times have a tactical advantage. Winning comes only in 
destroying the system itself. We should never be confused 
on this point. 
Editor's Note: True to Jackson's prediction, the Chiléan military 
—incombination with the CIA, Kissinger’s State Department, and 
transnational corporations (notably ITT and Anaconda)— brought 
down the Allendé government in September of 1973. More than 
30,000 progressives and Allendé himself were killed during the 
coup and the following three years. Many thousands more were 
driven into permanent exile. The Chiléan people have been saddled 
with the neo-fascistic regime of Colonel Augusto Pinóchet ever 
since, and no end is in sight. 


Wald: But thealternatives sometimes bear dire consequences. 
Thisraises the difficult question of the death of yourbrother, 
Jonathan, and whether his life may to a certain extent have 
been wasted. 


Jackson: Well, that's obviously a tough question for me 
because, emotionally, I very much wish my little brother 
was alive and well. But as to whether I think Jonathan’s life 
may have been wasted? No, I don't. I think the only mistake 
he made was thinking that all of the 200 pigs who were there 
would have, you know, some sort of concern for the life of 
the judge. Of course, they chose to kill the judge, and to risk 
killing the DA and the jurors, in order to get at Jonathan and 
the others. It may have been a technical error. But I doubt it, 
because I know Jonathan was very conversant with military 
ideas, and I’m sure it occurred to him that there was a 
possibility that at least one pig would shoot, and that if one 
shot, they'd all shoot, and it'd be a massacre. Judge or no 


judge. It was all a gigantic bluff, you know? Jonathan took a 
calculated risk. Some people say that makes him a fool. I say 
his was the sort of courage that cause young men of his age 
to be awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor in some- 
whatdifferent settings. The differenceis thatJonathan under- 
stood very clearly who his real enemy was; the guy who gets 
Al medal usually doesn't. Now, who's the 
ool? 


Personally, I bear his loss very badly. It's a great burden 
upon my soul. But I think it’s imperative — we owe it to him 
— never to forget why he did what he did. And that was to 
stand as a symbol in front of the people in front of me-and 
say in effect that we have both the capacity and the obliga- 
tion to stand up, regardless of the consequences. He was 
saying that if we all stand up, our collective power will 
destroy the forces that oppose us. Jonathan lived by these 
principles, he was true to them, he died by them. This is the 
most honorable thing imaginable. He achieved a certain 
deserved immortality insofar as he truly had the courage to 
die on his feet rather than live one moment on his knees. He 
stood as an example, a beacon to all of us, and Iam in awe of 
him, even though he was my younger brother. 


Wald: The news today said that Tom Hayden [this was the 
period before he totally sold out] declared in front of the 
National Student Association Congress that there will be 
moreactions like the one Jonathan attempted. Do you agree? 


Jackson: I’ve been thinking a lot about the situation. ’mnot 
saying that these particular tactics -even when successfully 
executed — constitute the only valid revolutionary form at 
this time. Obviously, they don’t. There must also be mass 
organizing activities, including large-scale nonviolent 
demonstrations, education of the least developed social 
sectors, and so on. These things are essential. The revolution 
must proceed atall levels. But this is precisely what makes the 
tactics necessary, and far too many self-proclaimed revolu- 
tionaries have missed the point on this score. Such tactics as 
Jonathan employed represent a whole level — an entire 
dimension — of struggle which has almost always been miss- 
ing from the so-called American scene. And while it is true 
that armed struggle in-and-of-itself can never achieve revo- 
lution, neither can the various other forms of activity. The 
covert, armed, guerrilla dimension of the movement fits 
hand-in-glove with the overt dimension; the two dimen- 
sions can and must be seen as inseparable aspects of the 
same phenomenon; neither dimension can succeed without 
the other. 

Viewing things objectively, we can readily determine 
that the overt dimension of the movement is relatively well- 
developed at this time. Over the past dozen years, we've 
seen the creation of a vast mass movement in Opposition to 
the establishment in this country. I won't go into this in any 
depth because I’m sure that everyone already knows what 
I’mtalking about. It should be enough to observe that within 
the past two years, the movement has repeatedly shown 
itself able to put as many as a million people in the streets at 
any one time to express their opposition to the imperialist 
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war in Indochina [this seems to be a refer- 
ence to the November 1969 Moratorium to 
End the War in Vietnam, staged in Wash- 
ington, D.C.]. The covert dimension of the 
movement is, by comparison, very much 
retarded at the present time. In part, this 
may be due to the very nature of the activ- 
ity atissue: guerrillas always beginin terms 
of very small numbersof people. But, more 
to the point, I think the situation is due to 
there having been a strong resistance to 
the whole idea of armed struggle on the 
part of much of the movement's supposed 
leadership — particularly the white leader- 
ship — up to this point. I hear them arguing 
- contrary to history, logic, just plain 
common sense, and everything else — that 
armed struggle is unnecessary, even 
‘counterproductive.” I hear them arguing 
in the most stupidly misleading fashion 
imaginable that the overt dimension of the 
movement can bring off revolution on its 
own. This is the sheerest nonsense, and 
“leaders’ who engageinsuch babble should 
be discarded without hesitation. 

We may advance a simple rule here: 
the likelihood of significant social change 
in the United States may be gauged by the 
extent to which the covert, armed, guer- 
rilla aspect of the struggle is developed 
and consolidated. If the counterrevolu- 
tionariesand fools who parade themselves 
as leaders while resisting the development 
of the movement'sarmed capacity are over- 
come-—and the struggle is therefore able to 
proceed in a proper direction — I think we 
will see revolutionary change in this coun- 
try rather shortly. If, on the other hand, 
this leadership is able to successfully do 
what amounts to the work of the state — 
that is to say, to convince most people to 
shy away from armed struggle, and to 
isolate those who do undertake to act as 
guerrillas from the mass of support which should rightly be 
theirs — then the revolution will be forestalled. We will have 
a situation here much the same as that in Chilé, where a the 
establishment allows a certain quantity of apparent social 
gains to be achieved, but stands ready to strip these “gains’ 
away whenever it’s convenient. You can mark my words on 

this: unless a real revolution is attained, all that's been 
gained during the struggles of the past decade will be lost 
during the next ten years. It might not even take that long 
[actually, it took a bit longer; the Reagan administration of 
the ’80s was required to validate Jackson's prediction]. 

At the present time, I see a number of very hopeful signs 
- very positive indications - that a true revolutionary force 
is emerging. Most notably, of course, the direction taken by 
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Jonathan Jackson disarms deputy inside the Marin County Civic Center, 
August 8, 1970. (Photo: Jim Kean) 


the Black Panther Party is correct. But there are many other 
examples I could name. Even in the white community, we 
have seen the development, or at least the beginnings of the 
development, of what is necessary with the establishment of 
the Weatherman organization. We clearly have a long way 
to go, but it’s happening, and that’s what's important at the 
moment. The very fact that Tom Hayden, who is of course a 
white radical himself, was willing to make the statement he 
made, and before the audience to which he made it, indicates 
the truth of this. So, yes, I tend to agree with him and hope 
we are both correct. Clear enough? 


Wald: Yes. Do you see a relationship between what hap- 
pened at the Marin County Civic Center, between what 
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Jonathan and the other brothers did, and the kinds of things 
that happen in the Third World, say, in Latin America? 


Jackson: Well, of course. Jonathan was a student of...he was 
amilitary-minded brother. He was astudentofChéGuevarra 
and Ho, and Giap and Mao, and many others. Tupamaros, 
Carlos Marighella. He paid close attention to other estab- 
lished guerrillas, other established revolutionary societies, 
revolutionary cultures around the world. He was very 
conscious of what was going on in South America and, well, 
let’s just say that about 99% of our conversation was cen- 
tered on military things. I knew him well. He understood. 


Wald: I was going to ask if the Cuban revolution had 
significance for you and Jonathan in any concrete ways. 


Jackson: Hmmmm...I don’t think it did for Jonathan. But it 
did for me, because I was in prison. I was just starting my 
time on this beat right here when Castro, Ché and the rest 
carried the revolution there to a successful conclusion. And 
the alarm that spread throughout the nation, especially, you 
know, within the establishment and the police...well, let’s 
just say that as a newly-made prisoner I enjoyed that a lot. 
Someone else’s liberation at the establishment’s expense, it 
was a vicarious boost at a time when I most needed it. And 
I’ve always felt very tenderly toward the Cuban revolution 
as a result. 


Wald: Then you weren'tan anti-communist when youcame 
into prison? 
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Jackson: Oh, I’ve never been an anti-communist. I suppose 
you could say I didn’t have much understanding of commu- 
nism when I came in, and so I wasn’t pro-communist in any 
meaningful way. But I was never “anti”. 


Wald: But didn’t you initially find it terrible that Cuba had 
“gone communist”? 


Jackson: No-no-no! That's what I'm trying to tell you. I’m 
trying to get across that I’ve always been fundamentally 
anti-authoritarian. Communism came latter. And when the 
Cuban revolution happened, the very fact that it upset the 
authorities here so bad made me favor it right off, and made 
me want to investigate it much further. The idea was that if 
they don’t like it, it must be good. You see? And that’s what 
led me to seriously study socialism. I owe much of my own 
consciousness to the Cuban revolution. But that’s me. It 
doesn’t necessarily pertain to Jonathan. Okay? 


Wald: Did the fact that sucha tiny country so close to Florida 
pulled off a successful revolution give you a sense that, “If 
they can do it, we can do it”? 


Jackson: Yes, both then and now. It caused me to consider 
the myth of invincibility. You know, the idea of U.S. military 
invincibility was just completely destroyed by the Cuban 
revolution. The U.S. supported Batista with rockets and 
planes, everything he needed, and he still lost. He was 
destroyed by guerrilla warfare, the same thing that’s taking 
place in Vietnam right now. And the U.S. is losing again. The 
Viet Cong, I mean they take these gadgets — the best things 
the best military minds in the western world can produce — 
they take them and they ball them up and they throw them 
right back in the face of these imperialist fools. Cuba and 
now Vietnam; these things catch my attention. I try to learn 
the lessons from other peoples’ success. Now, in that sense 
I’msure the Cuban revolution had significance for Jonathan, 
too. 


Wald: I see our time is almost up. Do you have any last 
remarks you'd like to make? 


Jackson: Yes. I’d like to say POWER TO THE PEOPLE! And 
I'd like to say that by that I mean all power, not just the token 
sort of power the establishment is prepared to give us forits 
Own purposes. I'd like to say that the only way we're ever 
going to have change is to have the real power necessary to 
bring the changes we want into being. I'd like to say that the 
establishment is never going to be persuaded into giving us 
real power, it’s never going to be tricked into, it’s never 
going to feel guilty and change its ways. The only way we're 
ever going to get the power we need to change things is by 
taking it, over the open, brutal, physical opposition of the 
establishment. I'd like to say we must use, as Malcolm X put 
it, any means necessary to take power. I'd like to say that we 
really have no alternatives in the matter, and that it’s ridicu- 
lous or worse to think that we do. That's what I'd like to say. 
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30 inmates 
escape jail 
in 5 months 


ALBERT NOEL 
THE GAZETTE 


At least 30 prisoners have escaped 
from the minimum-security Montée 
St. Francois penitentiary in Laval 
since last November, The Gazette has 
learned. 

About 160 inmates nearing the end 
of their sentences were transferred to 
Montée St. Francois last autumn 
from Bordeaux jail to ease over- 
crowding in the north-end Montreal 
prison, considered a maximum-se- 
curity facility. 

Sin ce the transfer, at least 30 in- 
mates have taken advantage of the 
lax security and scooted to freedom. 

Others have managed to leave the 
prison in the daytime and return at 
night for the head count. 

“They're running out of here like 
the place was made out of Swiss 
cheese,” an inmate told The Gazette 
yesterday. 

A guard confirmed there have been 
many escapes and a few have been 
recaptured. He would not say how 
many have been caught. Jail admin- 
istrators could not be reached for 
comment. 

Yesterday, the mother of a Bor- 
deaux inmate held an impromptu 
news conference to demand an end to 
the brutal treatment she says he son is 
receiving. 

Lise Facchino, 45, is also urging the 
mothers and wives of Bordeaux pris- 
Oners to form a committee to press 
the administration and the govern- 
ment to end to the “inhuman living 
conditions” at the 78-year-old jail. 

A visibly angry Facchino and her 
daughter-in-law held the news con- 
ference outside the jail walls after 
they were denied permission to visit 
Facchino's son, Bruno, who is in soli- 
tary confinement after Monday 
night's riot. 

Súreté du Québec spokesman 
Const. Michel Martin said charges 
are being prepared against seven pris- 
Oners in connection with the riot. 

More trouble was expected at the 
jail last night as about a third of the 
prisoners in C Wing, which houses 
repeat offenders and prisoners who 
have done time in penitentiaries, 
ia to be transferred to isolation 


Visiting rights and telephone calls 
have been suspended for 15 days for 
all 180 prisoners in C wing even 
though not all took part in the riot. 

Facchino said she was told that 
Prisoners in C wing were freezing be- 
cause windows were broken. 

“They haven’t taken a shower since 
the weekend and have been sleeping 
on the same sheets for three weeks.” 


Ireland calls for probe 

DUBLIN — The Irish republic 
called yesterday for an inquiry into 
allegations of collusion between po- 
lice and Protestant militants in 
Northern Ireland after an Irish Re- 
publican Army activist was killed 
leaving a police station Wednesday. 
ASSOCIATED PRESS, REUTER 
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ABC TORONTO, P.0. BOX 6326 STN A, TORONTO 
ONTARIO CANADA M5W 1P7 e TEL: (416)947-0808 


John Perotti Update March 14 1990 


John Perotti, Michael Day and Sudun Swafford are all off hungerstrike at this moment. Perotti was transfered just prior 
to the strike to the Lebanon correctional facility in Ohio, one week after a serious beating by guards. 


Currently Perotti is allowed only one visit (from his mother only) every month. Linda Leisure, acting as his Minister, is 
not allowed to see him. She is one of his main support workers. He is also not being allowed phone calls. Perotti's 
mother reports that he is in bad condition and not receiving medical treatment in the wake of both the beating and the 
hungerstrike. 


In light of this situation, the Anarchist Black Cross (New York) has initiated an emergency response with the following 
demands: 


1) That John Perotti be given immediate medical attention 
2) That John Perotti be allowed visiting rights, specifically in regards to Linda Leisure, his minister. 


The ABC (New York) is asking that people phone or write the warden of the Lebanon Correctional Facility to pressure 
him to give in to these demands. People who are active in the Emergency Response Network are asked to make the 
Calls as soon as possible. Direct your anger to: 


Warden William Dallman 
Lebanon Correctional Facility 
P.O. Box 56, Lea... un 2 
45036 USA 

tel: (513) 932-1211 


If you need more information on John Perotti's case or the Emergency Response Network, call the ABC (Toronto) at 
the number above. 
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LETTER TO THE PEOPLE 


THE MOTHER EARTH gives us all life. Governments and 
economic systems manipulate and distribute the resources of 
life, but Mother Earth provides all things in the beginning. In 
order to protect the well being of the children seven genera- 
ns from now, we must examine our relationship to Mother 
Earth. 

The water is Mother Earth's milk of life for all of the nat- 
ural world. Life came from the water. Life is not possible 
without water. We must be aware of how important water is. 

The current political-economic conditions are affecting our 
vision of the real world. The corporate greed and politica 
manipulations of today are creating chaos economically and 
racially. The end result of this chaos is usually corporate 
expansion and harder economic conditions for the people. 
ans sometimes makes the people forget the saree things of 
ife. 

In this generation nuclear corporate expansion is depen- 
dent on corporate-federal control and domination of the 
water. The nuclear industry cannot exist without tremen- 
dous amounts of water. The chemical industry uses water for 
dumping grounds. This poisonous attack against the water 
is murder. We must not murder the water. We must not for- 
get the water is sacred. We need water more than profit. We 
are all affected, men, women, children, elders; all of the nat- 
ural creation. 

We must carefully consider our use of the water. We must 
seriously consider the impact of unchecked nuclear growth 
and the increasing shortage of consumptive water for the 
oo Less than 3% of the earth water supply is fresh water. 
“or most of our history this 3% supply of fresh water has been 
a renewable resource. This is no longer true. Man and busi- 
ness have created new forms of pollutants that affect the 
water and environment in ways never experienced by human 
society. The nuclear chemical poisons contaminate the entire 
water supply cycles. Acid rain, radioactivity, and toxic chem- 
ical wastes spread their poisons to all water and food chains. 

The people are now competing with the technology for use 
of the water. The water is necessary for our survival and we 
cannot afford to allow the nuclear chemical industries to pol- 
lute it at will. After these industries use the water we can- 
not. The technology will not share the water with us. The 
new pollutants make it unsafe for our use in the real long 
term. We must truly consider the lives of our children and 
their children’s children, for they too need water for life. 

We are avoiding our responsibilities if we do not consider the 
long term effects of this radioactive chemical attack on our 


water. What is needed is rational, sensible considerations for 
the water and life itself. We understand we are using up non- 
renewable resources but we must understand water is the 
main resource we are using up. We have turned water from a 
renewable to a non-renewable resource in this century. The 
rate of this abuse must be stopped. It is suicidal for our 
society to act in this manner. 

We are concerned about life. Life is the beauty of this 
world. We want life, we are for life. Of all the abuses of the 
environment currently taking place, we feel that by protect- 
ing this most sacred and most necessary element of life we 
can begin to put some stop to the accelerating rate of destruc- 
tion of earth resources. 

Before this can happen, we must remember the water; we 
must raise the consciousness about water for life. The mis- 
use of our environment is directly connected to our abuse 
of the water. From all phases of nuclear spread to chemical 
creations water is a main ingredient. In the food and thirst 
cycles of our lives water is the main ingredient. We must 
realize the new technological methods will not share this 
water with us. 

We have many varying political social perspectives which 
at times keep us divided, perpetuating this cycle of destruc- 
tion. It is our feeling all of our needs can be met if we will 
remember the water and will protect water for life. We seek 
your aid in helping to raise this awareness. Water for life is 
not a political thought, nor is it an organization. Water for 
life is survival. 
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EN MORE years to a new cen- 

tury. Daily one message rever- 

berates: “Capitalism triumphs.” 

For the moment, yes, but don’t 
toss down too many vodkas at the 
celebration. 

First, capitalism has beaten a mor- 
ibund, decrepit, hypocritical system that 
was in any event never socialist, demo- 
cratic, or egalitarian. Beating a social 
dungeon by virtue of the dungeon’s dis- 
solution hardly proves capitalism’s last- 
ing worth. Accompanied by parallel 
liberating changes in sexual, gender, 
political, and cultural forms, in due 
time a truly socialist economic option 
(different from “coordinatorism cum 
Stalinism”) will cause capitalism’s own 
dissolution. Celebrants, you'd better 
look to your left. 

Second, the stain of capitalism’s 
contemporary record ought to dampen 
triumphal celebratory spirits. To win a 
race as a hobbling, teetering, washed 
out witless fool doesn’t justify a flashy 
victory lap much less claims of con- 
tinuing accomplishment in races of the 
future. What is capitalism’s condition in 
this self-congratulatory moment? Does 
Wall Street stand tall at the end of a 
well-run race? Or did the bottom line 
cross the finish line on its knees? 


| essed NIGHT I was watching TV and 
saw an ad for an eleven o clock 
network news show. Like the night 
before, and the night before that, the ad 
told how the upcoming news was going 
to reveal grisly facts about a grisly 
multi-victim murder—murder in the 
bedroom, murder in the alley, murder in 
the corner store, murder in the school, 
murder most foul. Network executives 
have apparently assembled compelling 
evidence that delivering more and ever 
uglier crime stories will boost their 
audience share. Capitalism 
hunger for criminality. 

Violent crime is up 37 percent in the 
past decade. Even horribly understated 
official reports tell us that roughly one 
person in every 20 suffers some sort of 
burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft, 
aggravated assault, forcible rape, or 
murder each year. And then the Neil- 
son ratings tell us that that person 
wants to see more of the same on TV. 


creates 


Network executives 


know that delivering 
ever uglier crime 
stories will boost 
audience share. | 


In response to this sign of how well 
our country is nurturing us into being 
the most humane people we can be, out 
of every 100,000 U.S. citizens roughly 
230 rot in prison, and from 1983 to 
1987 the number of people under “‘cor- 
rectional supervision” in prison, on 
parole, or on probation, jumped 40 per- 
cent. Obviously, if you want to invest 
in the U.S. future, you would do well to 
invest in the manufacture of means of 
“containment and control” since these 
will surely be among the most dynamic 
growth industries in this last decade of 
capitalism’s century of triumph. 

The U.S. has approximately 250 
reported rapes each day. One every six 
minutes. And for every rape reported, 
there is another one, another two, 
another three, that go unreported. 
Moreover, for every rape, how many 
beatings? And for every beating, how 
many violent threats or assaults of the 
mind and spirit? And for every grown 
woman who suffers this type indignity, 
how many young girls get daily signals 
that if they don’t learn their place this 
is their future too—or how many girls 
already get molested by daddy or 
daddy’s friends? And for every gay per- 
son that is bashed, how many are 
threatened and thereby put on alert that 
their lives are constantly “evaluated” by 
others who lack even the slightest de- 
gree of human feeling regarding sexual 
preference? 


A TRIUMPHANT NEW YEAR 
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If for every rape reported there is 
only one other that goes unreported and 
if for every one that is completed 
another is warded gff, then the odds are 
that whenever you get on a subway 
train, at least one and probably a few 
women in your car have suffered a rape 
or attempted rape, and many and per- 
haps most have suffered abuse. Like- 
wise, nearly every gay person has suf- 
fered threats, and many have been 
bashed. Of course all this violence 
against women and gays and children is 
due principally to sexism, patriarchy, 
and homophobia, not capitalism. But 
capitalism has accommodated, reward- 
ed, and aggravated the phenomena and 
so this too is part of capitalism’s record 
of “triumph.” 


Pr FEAR the outdoors at night 
not because of stupidity or supersti- 
tion but as a reasonable response to 
common mugging statistics or, often, to 
prior personal experience. Moreover, 
the less able to defend yourself you are, 
the more likely you are to suffer attack. 

A year ago on Halloween I was at- 
tacked by a gang of young boys out for 
fun. They ran after me pummeling me 
with eggs, apples, and rocks, one of 
which opened my head. Luckily I out- 
ran them (which means they didn't 
want to catch me anymore than 1 want- 
ed to be caught), or it would have been 
much worse. It is hard to convey all the 
feelings associated with being assaulted 
by anyone, much less a gang of child- 
ren doing it for fun. How is one to in- 
terpret it? Are they subhuman? If one is 
not to draw that disgusting conclusion, 
then one has to really believe some 
other explanation. In this case. and end- 
less others like it, 1 know that what 
happened is the product of our schools 
and of class and race and sex oppres- 
sion and of the angers, hostilities, op 
positions, and destructive violence that 
these establish. But the easier con- 
clusion is that the cause les in human 
nature, which is why the flip side of 
our society’s antisocial decay is a grow- 
ing belief by most citizens not only that 
people of other races, and lower class 
people, and women or men or gay 
people are genetically greedy, callous, 


and violent or even eager for violence 
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to be done to them, but that all of that 
is just “the human condition” and wired 
into our natures. This is the milieu in 
which we try to be happy, creative, and 
productive. People compete, suffer, and 
strike back until the general belief be- 
comes that all humans are genetically 
shitty, greedy, antisocial, violent ani- 
mals. Exit hope. Trump triumphs. 


HE MORTALITY rate for white in- 

fants is twice that for black infants. 
Life expectancy at birth is six years 
less for a black male than for a white 
male and five years less for a black 
female than for a white female. Racism 
has roots in cultural dynamics, but is 
certainly aggravated and not undone by 
capitalism. Another capitalist victory? 

After heart/cardiovascular diseases 
and cancer, accidents (often on-the-job 
or due to unsafe cars and other shoddy 
capitalist products) are the leading 
cause of death. There follows pulmon- 
ary diseases, pneumonia and influenza, 
diabetes, and then suicide, one of’which 
occurs every 20 minutes, with over ten 
times that number of unsuccessful at- 
tempts. In short, once every two min- 
utes someplace in this country someone 
tries to kill him or herself, with a noose 
or a shotgun or drugs or a high dive— 
and one out of every ten of these at- 
tempts is “successful.” The suicide rate 
for those between 15 and 23 has nearly 
tripled since 1950. Capitalism is scor- 
ching our souls, triumphantly. More- 
over, most experts agree that to protect 
families many suicides are labeled acci- 
dents. And accidents, remember, appear 
third on the list of killers noted above. 
Teen suicide. Capitalism triumphant. 
But I repeat myself. 

Health declines, operations increase, 
medical consortiums prosper, Bristol 
Meyers and Johnson and Johnson 
celebrate. And since health care, such 
as it is, isn’t free, to oversee its fiscal 
ebb and flow we need an insurance in- 
dustry so large that the assets of the 10 
largest insurance companies in the U.S. 
in 1988 totaled roughly $410.5 billion. 
How many houses for the homeless and 
beds for the sick could that buy? 


N 1987 there were 32.5 million 

people, or 13.5 percent of the popula- 
tion—not including those who no long- 
er show up on any statistical report— 
below the poverty level. None of these 
people owns “a piece of the rock” but 
they nonetheless included 21.4 million 
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Capitalism 
triumphant. 
But | repeat myself. 


or 10.5 percent of all whites, 9.7 mil- 
lion or 33.1 percent of all blacks, and 
5.5 million or 28.5 percent of “His- 
panics.” In the same year about 17 per- 
cent of all households had pretax in- 
comes of $50,000 or more. These latter 
lucky individuals, less than one out of 
every five of us, controlled about 80 
percent of all discretionary income, 
though even among these folks buying 
power was largely the province of the 
top few percent rather than all 17 per- 
cent equally. This means that 17 per- 
cent of the population are the target of 
almost all the communicative messages 
sent out each day from other than sur- 
vival industries. They are the ones for 
whom Malls are places to actually 
shop. In 1989, U.S. companies spent 
$125 billion dollars advertising goods 
mostly to sell to people with “discre- 
tionary income.” 


HREE MILLION homeless roam the 

streets of the U.S. At worst, they 
live under stairways and in alleys, dine 
out of garbage cans, and carry their 
belongings in bags. At best they endure 
shelters, survive perpetual violence, and 
move to new “homes” every few days. 
Simultaneously, our country allots of- 
fice space for 205,000 real estate of- 
fices, over 100,000 banks and credit 
agencies, and 101,000 furniture and 
home furnishing stores. These provide 
lovely accommodations for dealers of 
real estate, bankers, and sellers of furni- 
ture, all of whom leave their daytime 
work premises empty after dark. Ol 
course this is profitable, if not for 
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society, at least for real estate agents, 
bankers, and furniture salespeople, and, 
more to the point, for their bosses, not 
one of whom has ever been homeless. 

If this seems like stretching my 
point, try and reconcile the triumphant 
fact that in our country while 3 million 
people are homeless there are about 
350,000 churches all dedicated to 
humanity's spiritual advance and all 
nearly empty most of theatime. 

Or consider that there are also 
49,000 hotels and lodging places con- 
servatively able to house 15 million 
businesspeople making big deals day-in 
and day-out. Accounting for vacancy 
rates, how many of these hotels could 
be put to housing the homeless, with no 
loss in the number of rooms occupied 
by renters? Capitalism triumphantly 
uses all available housing optimally at 
all times, at least from the point of 
view of the hotel owners’ bottom line. 


UR NATIONAL government spends 
Oj under $300 billion on the 
military not counting additional untold 
billions that are really war-spending but 
misleadingly labeled “space-spending,” 
“energy-spending,” etc. Twenty-seven 
percent of the federal government's ex- 
penditures are directly on defense re- 
lated purchases and staffing. Defense 
employment is about 1 million civilians * 
plus 2.1 million active duty military 
personnel. That's over 3 million people 
who could instead put their talents to 
making life more worth living. Mean- 
while we vote for militarists, savor 
reports of power deployment. and buy 
toy warplanes and guns for our kids. 

In Bolivia, tin miners have a life ex- 
pectancy of 35 years due to tuber- 
culosis and silicosis, and this is 
repeated in country after country to the 
benefit of Aluminum Co. of America, 
Reynolds, Bethlehem Steel, Amax, etc. 
In the third world over 1 million people 
yearly are severely poisoned by pes- 
ticides so that the land they “cultivate” 
can produce plenty of food for com- 
panies like Occidental 
biggest food producing firm in the 
U.S.) to sell in developed countries 
Meanwhile. the indigenous population 
suffers malnutrition and is sometimes 
even reduced to selling Ir organs or 
babies to get money to avoid starving 
Du Pont and Dow Chemical make out 
like bandits. of course—reverse Robin 
Hoods in the age of capitalism trium- 
phant 


Petroleurn (the 


Multinationals pay 25-50 cents per 
hour in the Dominican Republic and 
local police keep the workforce free of 
organized opposition and then return to 
their barracks for another U.S. training 
film on how to use their graciously 
provided U.S. tools of the torture trade. 
Do CEOs discuss this with admiration 
at the board meetings of GE, GM, and 
General Dynamics? 


Lan RULES most of the 
world's resources and is respon- 
sible for the allocation of most of its 
productive powers and talents. Mean- 
while 50,000 children die unnecessarily 
of starvation and preventable diseases 
every day and 100 million children suf- 
fer protein deficiencies that threaten 
mental retardation. If capitalism wants 
to take credit for the flow of goodies 
this way and that, doesn't it have to 
take credit for the fact that some 
goodies never go in certain directions? 
Capitalism has climbed on the charts. It 
is now number one with a bullet. But 
capitalism is not only theft, it is also 
murder. The chart, apparently, belongs 
in the post office. Celebration is prema- 
ture. 

And capitalism treats the earth with 
abandon too. Asbestos, carbon monox- 
ide, formaldehyde, lead, nitrogen oxide, 
organic gases from paints, solvents, 
aerosol sprays, and disinfectants, pes- 
ticides, radon, and tobacco smoke cor- 
rupt the environment and thereby 
reduce the quality of our health and the 
longevity of our lives where we live 
and work. Waste dumps threaten our 
water and air. Acid rain depletes green 
life. The greenhouse effect threatens all 
life. Meanwhile government agencies 
undertake to study the relevant prob- 
lems yet again while 50,000 people 
work in the tobacco industry alone. 


— ALL the above could be 
fixed up. Suppose it was possible to 
have Sweden everywhere, social demo- 
cracy for all. It would be better, to be 
sure, but not good enough. Even in its 
best Swedish designer clothes, capital- 
ism still means that most people must 
work for a relatively few others, fol- 
lowing orders and not determining what 
they produce, how, and with what dis- 
tribution. Wage slavery, commodity fet- 
ishism, and economic alienation in- 
evitably characterize even Swedish so- 
cial democratic-style capitalism. In 
short, capitalism's inevitable character- 
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lf we know the real 
score; as most of us 


do, why in the face 
of this grotesquery 
do we do so little to 
eliminate capitalism? 


istics thwart human creativity, solidar- 
ity, and hope. Even at its absolute best, 
capitalism deserves elimination, not 
celebration. 

Yet while all of this characterizes 
our lives, our pundits, our scholars, the 
fruit of our educational apparatus, tell 
us that “everything is wonderful. West- 
em civilization is great. And anyone 
doubting that is a demented ideologue.” 
This shouldn't be surprising. After all, 
capitalism triumphant means that capi- 
talism helps decide who gets degrees 
and what they learn. Mediocrity rises. 
Hypocrisy takes command. Contrary to 
myth, human talent and insight is 
crushed in most people and controlled 
in those few who are allowed to retain 
and exercise it. Out of 600,000 people 
in the U.S. doing scientific research, 


less than 1 percent choose their own re- , 


search subject and less than 4 percent 
of the research that is done is aimed at 
other than immediate profit for some 
sponsoring and directing institution. 
Does any dictatorship achieve that 
kind of regimentation? No wonder 
Eastern elites are starting to agree that 
their system is an outmoded way to or- 
ganize the gilding of their own pockets. 


OU GET the idea. This could go on 
endlessly. All the above informa- 
tion was culled in just a few hours from 
readily available sources, mostly The 
Universal Almanac and a few South 
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End Press books. Which brings me to 
the point. At some level we al! already 
know how disgustingly degrading and 
debilitating capitalism is. Not just lef- 
tists, but nearly everyone who lives in 
this society knows of many of its 
crimes. Not the details of course, not 
the scale, but the broad strokes. So why 
in the face of this grotesquery do so 
many of us do*so little to eliminate 
capitalism? 

I believe the answer is that (1) we 
don’t think there is any possibility of 
beating City Hall and its armies, Exxon 
and its minions, ABC and its tentacles, 
and (2) we have grave doubts that it 
would be worth the effort to beat them 
anyhow. We would just win a new 
world, the same as the old world. 

If so, then the most disgusting thing 
about the celebrations of capitalism 
now rampant in the West is not that 
they disguise capitalism’s ills. Everyone 
knows that these ills exist the same 
way that everyone knows that two plus 
two is four. No. What the celebrations 
do is strengthen people’s cynicism 
about the possibility of ever overthrow- 
ing capitalism and about the hope that 
any other system could be better. It is 
perfectly possible to know all of 
capitalism's ills and still think it is the 
best humanly possible option. All that 
is necessary is that you think people are 
genetically greedy, antisocial, violent 
animals, which, of course, is exactly 
what capitalism makes us think. 

That being so, while reassertions of 
the detailed truth about capitalism’s ills 
are important, it is even more critical to 
address (1) what can be done to over- 
throw capitalism, patriarchy, homo- 
phobia, political authoritarianism, and 
racism, and (2) what.we can replace 
them with and why and how something 
better really can work. And so we come 
to my New Year’s resolution. 

This year, like last, I am going to 
Vent Spleen, but now I am going to do 
it largely about strategy and vision. No 
amount of criticism of capitalism’s fail- 
ings will alone cause citizens to active- 
ly reject its nauseating celebrations and 
its defining relations. Only visions of 
an alternative way to live and formula- 
tions of how to attain it can turn know- 
ledge of oppressiveness into desires for 
real change. We who write about the 
world need to not only shift our focus 
toward vision and strategy. but also to 
make sure our message is heard loudly 
and clearly. z 


Joe Doherty has been In the federal lock—up 
for more than six years even though he has never been 
tried or indicted. For all that time the Justice Dept. has 
been trying to deport the IRA militant to Britain, where 
he will go to prison for life if he's not assassinated. He 
and his lawyers have won every hearing on his depor— 
tation, but the Justice Dept. has been able to keep him 
locked up by overruling or appealing every adverse 
opinion. 

The Justice Dept.'s most recent move to send 
Doherty to a British jail came last June 30, when Atty. 
General Richard Thornburgh overruled a Board of 
Immigration Appeals decision that Doherty deserved a 
hearing on his claim of political asylum in the U.S. 

Now Doherty is awaiting a hearing on an 
appeal of his deportation order, which is expected to 
be taken up in January. Should he lose that appeal, 
Doherty could be rushed out of the country and into 
Britain before his lawyers and friends even know he is 
gone. 

A (Provisional) Irish Republican Army com— 
batant on active duty, Doherty was captured following 
a 1980 Belfast firefight that killed an undercover British 
Special Air Services officer. In 1981, Doherty was 
sentenced to life imprisonment by a Juryless "special 
powers" court. But Doherty and a group of comrades 
broke out of "escape—prooF Crumlin Road Jail in 
Belfast. A"most wanted man’, Doherty made his way to 
New York City where he enjoyed relativie freedom until 
the FBI arrested him in June 1983. He was incarcer— 
ated on an immigration warrant at the Metropolitan 
Correctional Center(MCO), a Federal facility in lower 
Manhattan which normally houses pre—trial detainees 
for up to 90 days. 

Doherty's lengthy incarceration without sen— 
tence or bail is unprecedented, but it could set a very 
ugly precedent. Doherty's legal battle is frightening in 
its implications for other activist refugees seeking po— 
litical asylum here. 

The British Govt. requested Doherty's extra— 
dition in Aug. 1983. This request was denied in Dec. 
1984 by Federal Judge John Sprizzo, who viewed 
Doherty's alleged offenses in Northern Ireland as part 


of a political rebellion and, therefore, as a “classic: 
instance of offenses to be excluded from considera— 
tion as extraditable under the political—crimes ex— 
emption clause of the then—existing extradition treaty 
between the U.S. and the U.K. 

The State Dept. appealed Sprizzo's extradi-— 
tion denial, but, in June 1985 Judge Charles Haight 
ruled that Sprizzo's order was not subject to review. 
This decision was confirmed by the U.S. Gourt of 
Appeals. In Sept. 1986, acting on Doherty's request, 
U.S. Immigration Judge Howard Cghen ordered 
Doherty deported not to the U.K. but to the Republic of 
Ireland, where Doherty also holds citizenship and 
where he felt he would be in less danger. Despite an 
unprecedented pair of appeals by the INS, Judge 
Cohen's ruling was upheld by the Board of Immigration 
Appeals. 

Then U.S. Atty. General Meese intervened. In 
June 1988, Meese ordered Doherty deported to the 
U.K. overruling the earlier decisions. Meese's order 
was condemned by the ACLU, and by several U.S. 
senators as a denial of due process. 

While his lawyers, Mary Pike and Stephen 
Somerstein, persist in their appeals for his release on 
bail, a groundswell of outrage has developed at the 
executive branch arrogance that has reversed 7 judi— 
cial and BIA decisions favorable to Doherty. 

In a recent interview, Mary Pike said, "The 
implications of this case go far beyond the matter of 
Ireland. What is at stake here is whether or not the 
executive branch will be permitted to violate due 
process and to threaten the legal protection of the U.S. 
Constitution’. 


For further information: National Committee for 


Joseph Doherty, P.O. Box 20474, Midtown Station, 
New York, N.Y. 10129. 

excerpted from Bill Nevins' Nov. 8, 1989 
Guardian article 


